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12.    To  the  President  and Council  at Fort St.   George   we   have
written desiring  them  to  engage  all  the tonnage   they can  procure  to

transport it, and as a number of transports belonging
5th April.              to comm0ciore Alms' squadron3 are already arrived in

India, and many more may be expected in the course of this season, we have
no doubt of being able to throw into the garrison of Fort St. George
as large supplies of provisions as will be required for the support of
that place and the army, provided, as we have every reason to suppose
from the result of the late naval engagement, that our fleet is able to
cope with that of the enemy or at least to divert it from destroying the
grain vessels.

13.    We  have received letters  from  Fort St.   George  informing  us
that Vice  Admiral   Sir   Edward   Hughes4   was  to  sail,   with   the   whole

fleet under his command, to a southern station on the
ist Apn .               twenty-fourth ultimo,  and that the Giosvenor would

be dispatched for England to sail under his convoy out of the Bay, but
that the Rochford had been found too leaky to proceed with the cargo
which we had laden upon her, and was therefore discharged from the
service that she might go round to Bombay to be repaired.

14.    The Chapman was arrived at Fort St. George from Negapatnam

the twenty-second ultimo, and her prize, the Due de
lst * pri '               Toscanne, hospital ship to the French fleet, is safely

brought into this river.

15.    In  consequence  of  the  representation  of  Captain  Lewis,  that
he should not be able to secure his property on board the  Valentine

by insurance in England on account of her sudden
4t      a                  dispatch for that place, and in compliance with his

request therefore that we could increase the privilege which he was allowed
to pay in money here for certificates repayable in England we agreed to
receive from him and his officers double the stipulated amount, for which
certificates will be accordingly granted to him.

16.    Captains   Douglas,   Gregory,    Poyiiting,   Walker   and   Lennox
had other pleas for urging a similar request, but not less forcible that

[than]   the  foregoing;  they  complained of the heavy
charge of interest to which they would be subject upon

March
the loans they had taken up in England, by their ex-
traordinary detention in India, and prayed to be allowed certificates which
they might remit home to discharge those loans. The utility of the services
which they had rendered and the force of their pretensions to this indul-
gence, added to our pressing demand for money to supply the Presidency
of Madrass, induced us to extend the privilege likewise to these ships, and
to grant them and their officers leave to pay double the usual amount
into our treasury for certificates to be discharged by the Company in
England.
' 17.   The ships Southampton and Resolution having lost their surgeons